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The research in FP6 will support research activities in Europe for a total budget of  17,5 Billion € between 2002-2006. The budget of the IST programme in FP6 is 3,6 Billion €.
The main types of projects and actions to implement R&D in FP6 are Specific Targeted Research Projects, Networks of Excellence and Integrated Projects. These instruments aim to strengthen the scientific and technological basis of industry and encourage its international competitiveness while promoting research activities in the support of other EU policies.

The IST programme has the priorities around 22 strategic objectives in the area of information and communication technologies, several of them having a significant and explicit defined programme for pushing forward (integrated) computing and networking technologies

Networking challenges 

The networking (or communication) sector is of key importance for the European economy. The IST programme is notably instrumental in supporting, with a longer-term approach, key policy orientations such as the pervasive introduction of low cost broadband access, introduction of advanced mobile systems, co-operation of networks to foster convergence or migration of networks towards the next generation of Internet (protocols).

The Internet revolution has challenged many established positions. We have seen the added value pushed to the edges in the telecom industry. The audio-visual sector has seen the emergence of interactivity, and many intermediate services generic or sector specific have grown on the Internet.

Wireless in everything and the development of novel interactive always-on communication models open the way to the ambient intelligence and to new associated services. 

Networks will need to support the whole range of new services and applications, different types of content and connectivity requirements. Audio and visual information pose demanding requirements in terms of bandwidth to the user. Network interoperability and co-operation will be key for convergence of Internet, Mobile, Telecom and Media services.
To achieve these goals, we must exploit the synergies between the new generations of mobile and wireless systems, which provide freedom of movement and location independence, the all-optical networks which increase network transparency and capacity, and the technologies for personalised access to networked audio-visual systems. 

All of these technologies are key constituents of future networks, and we must ensure that the requirement for compatibility between these technologies is a basic principle of the future research work. 
Current focuses are in the IST work programme 2003-2004, 

· Broadband for all: To develop the network technologies and architectures allowing a generalised availability of broadband access to European users, including those in less developed regions.

· Mobile and Wireless Systems Beyond 3G: To realise the vision of "Optimally Connected Anywhere, Anytime" where different terrestrial access levels and technologies are combined to complement each other in an optimum way for different service requirements and radio environments. 
· Networked Audio-visual systems and home platforms: To develop end-to-end networked audio-visual systems and applications, and open trusted and interoperable multimedia user platforms and devices, notably for broadcasting and in-home platforms with full interactivity capacity.
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